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“A healthy politics requires a healthy poetics.” 
 —Matthew Mehan
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Mr. Mehan’s Mildly Amusing Mythical Mammals tells the story—through captivating poems and breathtaking 
paintings—of the adventure of two friends, the Dally and the Blug. Their jolly journey through an alphabet 
of mythical mammals unites the bright and bumbling Blug and the dear but downhearted Dally, who come 
to learn a thing or two about good, evil, courage, humor, sadness, hope…and how to govern their spirits 
and truly love their fellow mammals.

While written to delight middle grade readers ages 8 to 12, this beautiful, haunting book has much that will 
surprise and delight everyone! The adventures of these amusing and mischievous mythical mammals will 
re-awaken a wonder and love for humanity and nature in readers of all ages. These delightful poems and 
stunning oil paintings lead readers on a rollicking journey through the dangers of sadness and loneliness to 
the true happiness meant for every mammal!
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Matthew Mehan has produced a beautiful 
book. . . . Ever since Aesop collected his Fables, 
we have understood that by entertaining and 
captivating a child we can also educate and 
enlighten…Matthew Mehan’s Mammals is a 
worthy addition to this tradition.

 —David Alton, Professor the Lord Alton  
 of Liverpool, Independent Crossbench  
 Member of the House of Lords

Mehan has written a charming book. I wish it 
had come along earlier so I could have read it 
to my son.

 —Peggy Noonan, Columnist, 
 Wall Street Journal

Hardcover • 8.5 x 12 • 136 pgs • August 2018 • ISBN: 978-1-50511-249-8 • SKU: 2756 • $24.95

Beware the Jargontalk, my son! 
Old laws it spites, old laws rehashed. 
Beware the Hubbub words, and run 
To luminous Candor’s stash!

 —from “The Jargontalky”

About the Author 
Matthew Mehan is the Worsham 
Teaching Fellow for Hillsdale College’s 
Allan P. Kirby, Jr. Center for Constitutional 
Studies and Citizenship and the Director 
of the Jackson Scholars Program at The 
Heights School.

Kind readers take note! Inside you will find… 
• 26 Mythical Mammals, with one poem for each letter of  
 the alphabet. 
• 26 oil paintings complementing the story. 
• 26 full color letter block illustrations, featuring many  
 clever details and puns for all the letters, A through Z. 
• A curious glossary for tricky words and phrases. 
• A treasure hunt guide in the back to discover the many  
 mysteries hidden in the poems and the art…all for 
 re-readable enjoyment! 
• One real mammal that is sadly on the verge of extinction  
 and an original song you can sing that may help save it.




