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Course Description 
Through the year, we will survey how influential works of art are associated with major time 
periods in art history including painting since World War II, photography, 20th-century 
sculpture, and architecture since the Industrial Revolution. We will view and discuss these works 
of art and art movements. Our classwork will include application of material learned from these 
artworks in assigned creative projects. We will also explore basic principles of art-making in the 
masterworks by making master copies. 
 
Content 
The class will dig into art history from the last couple of centuries. Along the way, we will look 
at particular works to investigate the relation and overlap between schools of artistic thought. 
We will apply the principles of art and design learned from art history to the class projects and 
homework assignments. 
Periods and schools of art history to be covered: painting since World War II, photography, 
20th-century sculpture, and architecture since the Industrial Revolution. 
Principles of art and design: line, shape, form, space, texture, color, light, design, and symmetry. 
Subjects to be covered in class are subject to change at the teacher’s discretion. 
 
Supplies and Materials 
Many materials for the art class will be supplied to students by Seven Oaks Classical School, but 
it is the responsibility of the student to respect that which he or she is allowed to use. Materials 
not stored in the classroom are to be brought to art class each day, unless students are informed 
otherwise by the teacher. 
 
Projects and Assignments 
Master copies: A valuable learning tool for art is making copies of the works of master artists for 
educational purposes. The student will choose a work of art studied in class that he or she would 
like to copy and ask for teacher approval. Most copies of masterworks will be drawn in pencil 
from a black-and-white print provided by the teacher. Master copies in other media may be 
approved upon request by the teacher on a case-by-case basis. 



Sketchbook: If the students are asked to keep one, sketchbook work will often take the form of 
homework, to be checked by the teacher in the following art class. Drawing is foundational to all 
visual art, so students will be expected to participate in sketching exercises at home and in class. 
Projects: Projects will primarily be completed during time allotted for classwork. Some students 
may find the need for extra time, which may take place during study halls or after school, 
depending on arrangements with the teacher. If the project can be transported home, the teacher 
may release materials to students on a case-by-case basis with a sign-out sheet. 
 
Quizzes and Tests 
At the end of each major block of study, students will take a unit test to assess what they have 
learned. Quizzes will be announced beforehand, and their timing will be at the discretion of the 
teacher (but most often at the end of sections of study). 
 
Participation and Classroom Etiquette 
All students are expected to thoughtfully participate in any classroom discussions. Class time 
allotted for work on projects should be used for art projects only.  
Students should be ready to take notes during art history presentations. 
During technique demonstrations given by the teacher, students are expected to quietly pay 
attention but not be afraid to raise a hand and ask questions that come to mind. 
Phones and other distractions will be taken by the teacher if seen or heard. Students are expected 
to use the restroom before or after class. 
 
Absence Policy and Make-Up Work 
Projects: Students who miss classes devoted to project work will be responsible to put time into 
their project outside of class time, unless deemed by the teacher to be caught up with the class. 
Homework: Homework assignments will be given a cushion of time equal to the days absent in 
which the students will be responsible to turn them in. (For example, if a student is absent for 
three days, he would have the three days after his return to school to turn in any assignment.) 
Tests and Quizzes: The policy for tests and quizzes will be parallel to that for homework; the 
student should work with the teacher to schedule a time after school or during a study hall in 
which to make up a test or quiz missed during an absence. 
Parents and students are responsible to notify the teacher one week in advance of any 
planned absences. 
Credit for late work: Any late work submitted without excuse will be given half credit at most. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is defined as taking someone else’s 
ideas or works and claiming them as one’s own. 



Any student found cheating or plagiarizing will receive a zero for the project or assignment and 
be subject to school discipline. 
Under no circumstances should a student attempt to pass off someone else’s work or ideas as his 
own. In any written work, the student is expected to formulate his own thoughts and cite sources 
when appropriate. 
Nota bene: Copies of the old master works are allowable for art education purposes; they are 
their own category of student work. 
 
Tutoring/Extra Help 
The teacher and class materials will be available upon request for extra help or work time during 
select study hall periods and, upon prior arrangement, after school.  
Please bring any questions to the teacher! 
 
Course Goals 
By the end of the course, the student should: 

- Be able to understand and identify major works of art and major artistic movements 
studied 

- Have advanced his or her art-making abilities, specifically drawing 
- Have an understanding of the basic elements of art and design, as well as a working 

vocabulary with which to discuss them in artwork 
 
Grading 
Projects: 30% 
Tests/Quizzes: 25% 
Homework/Sketchbooks: 20% 
Master Copies: 15% 
Participation: 10% 


